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burn the roots. For this reason^ it is spaded under instead of being-
placed on the top of the ground. That brings up the question as to
where the fertilizer should be placed. Any dry applications of fertilizer^

Fertilizer Spreader

or manures of any kind3 should be spread evenly over the ground and
spaded under. There is no reason for placing any kind of dry fertilizer
on top of the ground. The reason is evident. It is slow to penetrate and
does not reach the roots except during very heavy rainfall. The two or
three inches of surface is continually cultivated, so that the roots do not
have a chance to feed there. Furthermore^ this layer of soil dries out
quickly and plants cannot absorb nutrients from dry soil. If fertilizer
is placed deepa there is always moisture to make it easily accessible to
the roots. The same is true of liming materials.

The most satisfactory method of applying plant nutrients in the
garden is to dissolve them in water and pour the fluid around the
plants from a sprinkling can or other container.

Growing Vegetables with Liquid Fertilizer

One of the greatest and most recent developments in the culture of
garden plants is the application of nutrients in water. Many materials
which will dissolve in water will not dissolve in the soil moisture when
applied dry to the surface of the soil around growing plants. For this
reason, if the materials are first dissolved in water applied to the soil
in solution, they will be much more quickly available to growing plants
can be applied as the plants need them. This method eliminates